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Editorial policy: The Observer is a public forum for student expression, in which student 
editors make policy and content decisions. The mission of the Observer is two-fold: to serve Central 
Washington University as a newspaper and to provide training for students who are seeking a 
career in journalism. The Observer seeks to provide complete, accurate, dependable information 
to the campus and community; to provide a public forum for the free debate of issues, ideas and 
problems facing the community at large, and to be the best source for information, education and 
entertainment news. As a training program, the Observer is the practical application of the theories 
and principles of journalism. It teaches students to analyze and communicate information that is 
vital to the decision making of the community at large. It provides a forum for students to learn the 
ethics, values, and skills needed to succeed in their chosen career. If you have questions call (509) 
963-1073 or e-mail us at cwuobserver@gmail.com
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BY SAMANTHA MONTERREY
Staff Reporter
A project to help train 1,500 teachers 
and impact the learning of  35,000 stu-
dents nationwide will include Central’s 
elementary education students, according 
to a press release from April Jones.
According to Jones, Central is among 
six higher education institutions in the na-
tion, including the University of  Washing-
ton, which are participating in a $3 million 
grant. 
The National Board for Professional 
Teaching Standards designed the “Invest-
ment in Innovation,” known as the “i-3” 
grant, to advance student teacher prepa-
ration and early-career teaching support 
for high need elementary schools.  
The grant aims to raise student 
achievement in the science, technology, 
engineering, and mathematics fi elds, and 
to strengthen the way teachers are  pre-
pared and inducted into the profession.
The national board will provide videos 
and written analysis, called cases, which 
will be housed in an online resource, 
Accomplished Teaching, Learning and 
Schools, or ATLAS.
Central will be partnered with West 
Valley Schools in Yakima, and schools 
within the Educational Service District 
105. 
According to Esd105.org, the Educa-
tional Service District covers 25 public 
schools and more than 20 state-approved 
private and tribal schools in central Wash-
ington. 
Peter Finch, assistant superintendent 
for West Valley Schools in Yakima, said 
this grant should helpwill improve teach-
ers’ knowledge of  teaching and learning 
in the classroom. 
The i3 grant money will be used to ex-
pand professional development to support 
national board certifi cation.
“We have professional development 
programs that will use the videos [AT-
LAS] to help support the professional de-
velopment of  our staff,” Finch said.
Finch said the teacher inducement pro-
gram will have a monthly class for all new 
West Valley teachers. 
In this class, the teachers will work to-
gether to improve teaching instruction for 
science and math. 
If  a teacher is to teach a fourth grade 
math class, for example, they will be using 
the videos. 
Principals in the district will also par-
ticipate, he said.  
“Principals will also meet once a month 
to improve their practice and knowledge 
of  teaching and learning,” Finch said. 
David Goehner, public information of-
fi cer for ESD 105, expanded on the pur-
pose of  the grant. 
“Teachers in the local area will have ac-
cess to the videos being produced and they 
will be able to gain information so that 
they can replicate good, innovative teach-
ing practices in the classroom,” Goehner 
said. “Regional-wise we are still in the pro-
cess of  planning how it [i3] will look for 
local teachers.” 
Goehner said he does not know why 
his district or Central was selected for the 
grant. 
When it comes to preparing students 
for any changes that will occur in the class-
room, Goehner said he believes it will go 
smoothly. 
“A student is not going to know it’s a 
new teaching concept because it has never 
been taught,” he said. “But the teacher 
will know that it is a better concept and 
will teach it that way from here on out.”
BY JUSTINE SISSON
Staff Reporter
The Center for Leadership and Com-
munity Engagement hosted a leadership 
workshop Wednesday, giving students a 
chance to improve their leadership skills 
in three phases. 
The three-phase event included self-
awareness, team-awareness, and leading 
change. 
The self-aware-
ness section helped 
individuals deter-
mine what type 
of  leadership style 
they had. 
The second 
phase was team-
awareness, which 
taught students 
how to use their 
particular leader-
ship style in a group setting. 
The fi nal phase was leading change, 
in which students learned how to take the 
abilities they learned previously and pro-
duce better leadership skills. 
“We are going to look at the fi ve dys-
functions of  a team,” said Ryan Gregson, 
a student employee at the CLCE and 
leader of  the workshop.
The fi ve dysfunctions of  a team in-
clude: absence of  trust, fear of  confl ict, 
lack of  commitment, avoidance of  ac-
countability and inattention to results.
Once students study the fi ve dysfunc-
tions of  a team, they can work on how to 
move forward from each situation. 
Gregson was the leader of  the event, 
but the workshop will be hands-on.
“We were encouraged to participate in 
a handful of  icebreakers,” said Emma Van 
Natta, who attended Gregson’s Leader-
ship 101 workshop. 
“Ryan suggested 
that they would be 
useful to get people 
up and moving and 
actively involved in 
something.” 
CLCE is an on-
campus organiza-
tion which involves 
students in leader-
ship learning to 
effectively improve 
the community. The group hosts various 
workshops to improve student leadership 
skills.  
“The university offers a lot of  work-
shops and programs about developing 
leadership skills – get involved in them,” 
said Lana Abuhudra, an employee at the 
CLCE. “A big way students can start get-
ting involved in a leadership position is 
take on responsibilities that can help them 
grow as an individual.” 
Central included in $3 million grant
CLCE covers  ve team dysfunctions
The university offers a lot 
of workshops and programs 
about developing leadership 
skills–get involved in them. “ “
-LANA ABUHUDRA
CLCE 
More stories online at 
www.cwuobserver.com 
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• City development code to be revised
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BY SANTOS HERRERA
News Editor
Some students may not personally 
know Keith Champagne, or that he is the 
associate dean for student life. However, 
students may have seen a tall, man dressed 
in a neatly pressed, pinstripe suit walking 
throughout campus. 
“The suit is just a uniform,” Cham-
pagne said. “The suit is just an armor I 
wear to work in this higher education envi-
ronment. I think being an African-Amer-
ican male, being a man of  color, image is 
very important for how people see us.”
Champagne believes that if  he were to 
walk around in a t-shirt and shorts all of  
the time, people would say “Who is that 
guy? Is he not serious about his job? What 
kind of  mentor or role model is he trying 
to be? He doesn’t 
even come to 
work like he’s 
a profes-
sional.”
“One of  the things I’ve tried to do is 
be an inspiration and a positive impact, 
not only for the students of  color, but ev-
ery student I come in contact with on this 
campus,” Champagne said. “We [profes-
sionals] have a responsibility to and for the 
students who attend this institution.”   
One of  the students who Champagne 
impacted in a positive way is Andre Dick-
erson. 
Dickerson is a Central alum who is cur-
rently working as an admissions recruiter.
“I would always see Keith around cam-
pus and he would make it a thing to walk 
up to students and welcome them,” Dick-
erson said. “He does so much for people 
and never expects anything back other 
than asking the person to pay it forward 
and help someone else.” 
When Dickerson was a student, he was 
experienced discrimination from one 
of  his professors. 
“I had just decided I want-
ed to become a medical 
doctor,” Dickerson 
said. “I had a 
plan I was go-
ing to follow.”
The dis-
c r i m i n a t i o n 
became in-
tolerable and 
D i c k e r s o n 
withdrew from 
the class to 
avoid further 
issues. 
U n f o r t u -
nately, with-
drawing from 
the class ruined 
D i c k e r s o n ’ s 
entire college 
plan because 
he was going 
t o have to retake 
the class, and, as a result, 
put off  other classes. Dickerson began to 
second guess whether or not he wanted 
to be a doctor.
“Keith came to my defense,” 
Dickerson said. “He worked 
with the department to 
straighten things out.”
Champagne bought 
Dickerson a book on Dr. 
Ben Carson, an African-
American neurosur-
geon, and told him that 
he had to keep pursu-
ing his goals despite all 
opposition. 
Dickerson is now 
on track to pursuer 
further studies in 
medical school, and 
he considers both 
Champagne and 
Dr. Carson to be 
his biggest inspira-
tions.
Champagne   attributes the need to 
help students become successful to the 
way he grew up and to the environment 
he grew up in. 
 Champagne was born and raised in 
New Orleans. 
He attended Hahnville High School, 
which is located 30 minutes outside of  
New Orleans. 
Champagne grew up in a single parent 
home in the projects, and his family lived 
on food stamps and welfare.
Champagne said that when a person 
comes from such an environment, there 
aren’t very many positive expectations for 
you. 
But his mother and his aunt Bobby 
Cummings, a Central professor and coor-
dinator of  the English education program, 
were big inspirations for him to receive an 
education.
Champagne attended Loyola Univer-
sity in New Orleans and received a degree 
in communications, with an emphasis in 
public relations. Champagne then re-
ceived a master’s degree in public relations 
and media management from the Clarion 
University of  Pennsylvania. Champagne 
began working at Central in the 1990 – 
91 academic year. He came to Ellensburg 
where Cummings was teaching.
Champagne got a job as assistant di-
rector of  student activities, working with 
Scott Drummond and John Drinkwater. 
From there, he moved up to the posi-
tion of  assistant vice president of  leader-
ship and diversity. 
Champagne is currently pursuing a 
Ph.D. at the University of  Washington in 
higher education administration.
“People see me in this suit and think 
‘this guy is out of  touch,’” Champagne 
said. “But they don’t know my back-
ground. I grew up in the hood.”
When Champagne was in fourth or 
fi fth grade, Champagne had shoes that 
were starting to come apart. 
He had to try to hold on to those shoes 
for as long as possible until his mom got 
paid. 
Champagne placed a piece of  card-
board in the shoe and taped it shut. 
He also used shoe polish to hold them 
together, but then it rained and the shoes 
came loose. 
“I thought ‘I can’t go to school,’ 
knowing how terrible 
kids are,” Cham-
pagne said. 
Champagne 
knew that if  he 
went to school with torn shoes that he 
would be made fun of.
“They’re going to say ‘look at Cham-
pagne with those raggedy shoes,” Cham-
pagne said. “So what I did was put on 
about fi ve or six pairs of  those tube socks 
and kind of  limped around like I had a 
bad foot.”
Champagne said when kids asked 
about his foot, he would tell them that he 
cut it on glass or stepped on a nail. 
So instead of  being teased, kids were 
sympathetic.
“My mother said to me, ‘Just stay in 
school, work hard, and one day, when you 
grow up and have a college degree, you’ll 
be able to buy your own shoes,” Cham-
pagne said. “So I always have nice shoes 
now.”
Growing up in the projects allows 
Champagne to understand and connect 
with today’s college students who come 
from the inner city, projects, or the barrio.
“When you come from the projects, the 
education you are getting is not just for 
you. It is for the people that come behind 
you too,” Champagne said.   
Given the many things that he has ac-
complished, Champagne said he is very 
proud of  two things. 
“The proudest thing for me, being an 
African American male in America and 
where I grew up and where I came from, 
was reaching my 24th birthday,” Cham-
pagne said. “There were so many people 
I knew that by the time they reached 
their 24th birthday, they were in prison or 
dead.” 
The second thing Champagne is most 
proud of  is having graduated college. 
Champagne’s colleagues are also proud of  
his accomplishments and have also been 
impacted by his kind heart. 
Teresa Francis, associate professor of  
law and justice, met Champagne when 
she arrived at Central seven years ago.
“He [Champagne] opened his doors 
and his heart to me,” Francis said. “He has 
been kind. He has been available to help 
me at any time.”
Francis said that she and Champagne 
have shared a great friendship that is not 
easy to come by.
“He has kept my secrets,” Francis said, 
“and I have kept his.”
Francis’ favorite memory of  Cham-
pagne is him, with the help of  others, 
starting the Extraordinary Men Pursuing 
Intellectual Readiness through Edu-
cation organization (E.M.P.I.R.E).
“It’s beautiful to watch him 
develop the E.M.P.I.R.E. or-
ganization,” Francis said. 
“The young men are grow-
ing as people every day.”
Francis said that the 
organization is far from 
an easy ride. Champagne 
holds every member ac-
countable for their actions and 
instills in them that they can be 
successful only if  they do the right 
thing. 
Champagne said he owes a lot to his 
mother and to Cummings, for instilling 
the values of  treating people with human 
dignity and respect and for developing a 
love and thirst for education. 
“I tell people I’m from the projects, but 
I’m not of  the projects,” Champagne said. 
By that, Champagne means that he 
knows where he came from, but he does 
not let that defi ne him.
“It’s not about where you start,” Cham-
pagne said. “It’s about where you end up.” 
Keith Champagne uncorked 
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BY TYler Belan
Staff Reporter
Carmen Rahm is the self-proclaimed 
guru of  the newly launched Central Wash-
ington University mobile 3.0 app. 
The mobile app was developed for 
Central and gives students and staff  access 
to a variety of  modules. 
These modules include a school lay-
out, Blackboard, recreation and the newly 
added Safari icon.
“We are the only public school in 
the state of  Washington to launch this,” 
Rahm said.
By holding up a smartphone or tablet 
with the app, a screen will pop up show-
ing directions to various shops, restaurants 
and stores in downtown Ellensburg. The 
app features a GPS system which can 
track and locate users at all times. 
By clicking on a particular destination, 
users can receive turn-by-turn directions 
and better familiarize themselves with the 
downtown and surrounding areas. The 
app includes a fully interactive directory 
for users to search for faculty or staff  on 
campus. The cost of  this technology is 
minimal to students. Overall costs are be-
tween $20,000- 25,000 per year. 
The student tech fee pays for 45 per-
cent, the university pays for 45 percent 
and the final 10 percent  is taken care of  
by the University Advancement Founda-
tion. In the end, students pay only a few 
dollars per quarter. The mobile 3.0 app is 
free and available for download by anyone.
Technology has changed rapidly with 
this app. The 1.0 app was the first edition, 
released in 2011 and lasting 18 months. 
Technological advances allowed for 2.0 
to be adopted in March of  last year, with 
a few additional features. The 3.0 version, 
whish is the most recent, was released Jan. 
21. The hope with this program is to be 
able to enroll students in classes through 
the app. 
“We’re gradually rolling out the Safari 
things,” Rahm said. 
Overall, the biggest difference with the 
3.0 additions is the introduction of  Safari. 
The community app is also a big up-
grade. It aims to link the campus to the 
community. Teri Olin is the current su-
pervisor of  the designers and app team on 
campus. The team of  four meets to discuss 
what’s next and are representatives for 
public affairs. Apart from the tech aspects, 
another challenge of  being able to run this 
app effectively is the design portion. 
In 3.0, the goal the team wanted to 
reach was to carry over branding and 
Central’s image. The ‘Cat head is the 
spirit mark to launch the app and it is the 
perfect spot to show off  the logo. 
Difficulties which arose when dealing 
with the Blackboard portion of  the app 
resulted from being allowed only a certain 
amount of  space. The team hopes each 
icon will eventually be customized rather 
than being a general logo.
The next transformation of  the app 
is to make it more compatible with An-
droids. At this time, Android users will be 
able to use the 2.0 version of  the app. 
“Technology has changed and made it 
a lot more affordable for smartphones,” 
Olin said. 
As this app increases in popularity, Olin 
and Rahm hope to maintain the same in-
terest in the near future.  
Making sure they format it to devices 
and make it easier for alumni to reconnect 
is one of  the key issues they hope to re-
solve. 
Parent connection ability and the abil-
ity to make a payment are also in the 
works. 
Since the release of  3.0, there have 
been over 10,000 downloads of  the app, 
which could be related to the amount of  
smartphones people have on campus. 
The use of  smartphones has increased 
dramatically from 49.8 percent in October 
2010 to 78.9 percent in May 2011. 
By May, it’s estimated nearly 93 per-
cent of  the Central campus will own a 
smartphone.
These numbers will only increase as 3.0 
works on its features and continues to be a 
free one-stop mobile portal to the Central 
campus.
3.0 app keeps students on their finger tips
Loudenback: a Wildcat gem
BY Mikaila Wilkerson
Staff Reporter
When Jer Loudenback walks into his 
classrooms, he establishes a “no-voice 
zone.” 
“So you walk in, and every student that 
comes in, you don’t hear a single word in 
his class from the beginning to the end- 
not one,” said Rodney Bransdorfer, chair 
of  the world languages department. “It’s 
part of  showing respect for him as a deaf  
person that it’s not polite to voice in the 
presence of  deaf  people. So he teaches 
them that right away, that it’s all part of  
the deaf  culture.” 
Loudenback, a deaf  American Sign 
Language teacher, has his own unique 
story to share. Loudenback graduated 
from college with a degree in theater and 
he taught acting classes to sign language 
interpreters. After that he became an 
American Sign Language professor and 
has been teaching ASL for 30 years. 
Loudenback came to Central Wash-
ington University from the University of  
Northern Florida. His goal is to make 
sure students understand the concepts of  
the language without having to use their 
voices. He tries to help his students avoid 
thinking in English when they use or see 
signs.
Loudenback said Central students are 
enthusiastic and motivated to learn. One 
of  the difficulties he experienced, howev-
er, was the number of  students in his ASL 
class. 
“Ideally it should be around 15 [stu-
dents] but I’ve had 32 in a class last quar-
ter, and that was double what it should 
be,” Loudenback said through an inter-
preter. “So that was very challenging to 
give individual attention to each student.” 
Loudenback said ASL can be difficult 
to learn. 
“It’s a very different and unique lan-
guage, unlike other foreign languages that 
require auditory skills to learn it,” Loud-
enback said. “This is a visual language, so 
you can’t depend on your ears. You have 
to take it in through your eyes, and if  you 
are a visual learner, you’re going to pick it 
up more quickly compared to others.”
Loudenback added that art majors and 
artistic people tend to pick up ASL more 
quickly. People who are auditory learners 
tend to have a bigger challenge, he said, 
and some really struggle. 
Rachel Wear, one of  Loudenback’s 
students, likes how Loudenback takes the 
time to explain the signs and makes sure 
people understand what he’s assigned. 
“He’s just really good at making sure 
people are understanding and he’s willing 
to talk outside of  class to make sure that 
people understand,” Wear said. 
Bransdorfer has known Loudenback 
since September. He explained how he 
knows that Loudenback has extensive 
background in deaf  performance and 
how Loudenback is very dedicated and 
interested in teaching about the deaf  com-
munity.
 Bransdorfer described Loudenback as 
having a great sense of  humor and being 
an extremely hard worker. 
“He’s the one who’s here in the office 
first every morning, and generally the one 
to leave last,” Bransdorfer said. 
Bransdorfer said Loudenback is famous 
in the deaf  community for performance. 
He described Loudenback as extremely 
well-known in the deaf  community -- even 
a celebrity -- which many people don’t 
know. 
“That’s kind of  what sets him apart as 
an instructor as well. He uses that back-
ground in theatre when he’s teaching,” 
Bransdorfer said. “When you’re speak-
ing sign language, it’s very expressive. But 
he is even more so because of  the theatre 
background, so he’s very theatrical. It’s re-
ally a huge benefit, I think, in terms of  his 
effectiveness as a teacher.” 
Bransdorfer explained that one of  the 
first things Loudenback does in his classes 
is give students information sheets to help 
them communicate with him, and gives 
them information about appropriate be-
havior around deaf  people so they know 
the rules of  the class. 
“The best thing about CWU is basi-
cally everything,” Loudenback said.  “The 
office, my boss, my students’ motivation- 
this is the best working place I’ve ever been 
in a long time.” 
ASL  Professor Jer Loudenback requires a not-voice zone in all of his classes.
kaSey PeteRSon/obSeRveR
TAP-TAP  new 3.0 mobile app helps students access all of their school needs.
Seth LonboRg/obSeRveR
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Bill 1160 to exempt textbook tax 
BY MATT THOMPSON
Staff Reporter
Local legislator Rep. Judy Warnick has 
reintroduced a bill to make university-
required textbooks exempt from sales tax.
“If  there is something we can do to 
help encourage people to stay in college, 
we’ll do it,” Warnick said.
Warnick believes that by eliminating 
the sales tax on textbooks, Washington 
students could collectively save up to $36 
million. 
The $36 million saved by students 
would also be a loss 
of  tax revenue for 
the state but War-
nick believes that 
that loss would not 
be signifi cant. 
“We want to bal-
ance the budget but 
a tax exemption of  
$36 million is not as 
large as if  it was $36 
billion,” Warnick 
said. “But it would 
still mean more to college students than 
balancing our budget on the state level.”
The bill has gained support from both 
sides of  the state House of  Representa-
tives, which Warnick believes is the ac-
knowledgement by her colleagues of  the 
rising costs of  tuition.
“Anything that we can do to cut the 
cost of  going to college is what we are try-
ing to work on.” said Rep. Larry Seaquist, 
higher education committee chair.
Central Washington University stu-
dents have seen their tuition rise 28 per-
cent over the last two academic school 
years, hitting them hard in the wallet. 
Central tuition was $5,577 in the 2010-
11 academic year and has increased to the 
current rate of  $7,248 according to Cen-
tral’s offi ce of  public affairs.
The Washington state sales tax rate is 
currently 6.5 percent and the local Ellens-
burg sales tax is 1.5 percent equally a total 
of  8 percent. 
A student planning to take account-
ing 346 will have 
to spend $254, not 
including sales tax, 
on a new copy of  
the book “Individ-
ual Income Tax.” 
The sales tax 
alone on that book 
would come out to 
little over $20.
According to a 
2005 study by the 
United States Gov-
ernment Accountability Offi ce, the costs 
of  textbooks since 1986 had increased by 
186 percent which was double the rate of  
infl ation.
“As a professor I know that students pay 
inordinate sums for some of  these biology 
and math books and even law books,” 
Rep. Matt Manweller said. “We wanted to 
do whatever we could to bring those costs 
down.”
Some students, however, feel that this 
bill will do little for them and would be ad-
dressing the wrong issue.
“The costs of  going to college will still 
be incredible,” Sam Grady, environmen-
tal studies senior, said. “It’s like putting a 
Band-Aid on a bullet wound.”
Central political science professor and 
13th district representative Matt Man-
weller, is cosponsoring the house bill and 
said he will propose an amendment to the 
bill to expand the sales tax exemption to 
other local businesses not located on cam-
pus. By allowing businesses like Jerrol’s 
Books and Supply co. to be covered by this 
exemption, Manweller believes that this 
will protect their right to be competitive. 
This will be the second introduction of  
this bill; the fi rst was in 2007 during what 
Warnick believes were less opportunistic 
times fi scally to pass a tax exemption. 
The bill must be accepted by chair of  
the fi nance committee before it will re-
ceive a hearing by the entire house. 
Then if  passed by the house a compan-
ion bill will be proposed in the state senate. 
Wildcat Shop textbook supervisor, 
Lewis Clark, believes that this bill would 
be a good thing for students fi nancially.
“It may not be signifi cant but students 
will save money,” Clark said. “It all adds 
up.”
NO TAX  Rep. Warnick reintroduces bill to exempt taxes on university textbooks.
SETH LONBORG/OBSERVER
As a professor, I know that 
students pay inordinate sums 
for some of these biology and 
math and even law books.“ “
-MATT MANWELLER
State Representative
Having read your article on “Local 
Gun Sales Booming,” I feel compelled 
to add my own input to the conversation 
of  gun control. 
Much has been made of  recent de-
velopments affecting the purchasing and 
ownership of  certain fi rearms, causing 
the rush on sales of  these weapons. The 
crux of  the matter is that this run has 
been driven chiefl y by fear. 
The truth is that the market for guns 
is based on fear: fear that they may be 
taken away, or that, without a gun, you 
are defenseless. 
The buyers of  these fi rearms are 
fearful people. When they feel backed 
into a corner, they are more likely to 
attack in desperation. The “animals” 
who purvey these mass shootings are 
ourselves. 
In a heavily armed society, we live 
with the constant potential for fi rearm 
violence. 
In addition to the fear element, fi re-
arms have a way of  escalating any con-
fl ict. 
A simple argument can turn lethal 
in a split second with a fi rearm. While 
violent attacks get the most media at-
tention, most fi rearm deaths come from 
accidents and suicide. 
This is especially hazardous to our 
college environment, as suicide is now 
the number two killer of  the 18-25 de-
mographic. 
While mental health and safety train-
ing are a good way of  reducing these 
incidents, the fact remains that, in the 
absence of  a fi rearm, these shooting 
deaths cannot occur.
It is time that we take a sensible ap-
proach to gun control: Restrict these 
items which are used solely to infl ict 
death and we shall see a decline in fi re-
arm death. 
It really is that simple. We also must 
change our culture and our way of  
thinking. 
Rather than living in a society of  fear, 
we should work towards establishing a 
society of  understanding and reason. 
Only then will we truly know peace.
Sincerely,
Mike Tobias
Senior, Political Science Major
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Dear Editor,
BY CHLOE WEST         
Online Editor
I believe in free speech.
Really, I do.
I also believe in responsibility.
I know I can’t be the only person 
worried about the effects “Central 
Washington Confessions” may have on 
students, faculty, staff  and—most im-
portantly—future students and employ-
ers. 
If  you were to Google Central, there’s 
no doubt that results would include the 
university’s Facebook page and the mul-
tiple Facebook pages for Wellington. I 
also have no doubt that this confessions 
page would be within the top 10 results. 
It’s important to show our best face for 
recruitment. A school survives based on 
enrollment. Enrollment means money. 
If  enrollment is down, class selection 
and campus activities go down. Pages 
like this put money in the pockets of  
other universities.
I’ve read that my classmates have co-
pious amounts of  sex in their residence 
halls. I’ve read about how much mari-
juana has been smoked on this cam-
pus—this federally funded campus. And 
I’ve read about those who say they have, 
or know someone who has, committed 
multiple thefts on campus, ranging from 
bike theft to removing exit signs in dorm 
halls. Should we—ethically speaking—
be promoting this behavior? Instead of  
letting crimes hide behind a wall of  ano-
nymity, we should be enforcing univer-
sity policy and federal laws.
But it’s just a harmless joke.
It’s funny.
Personally? I don’t fi nd reports of  
meaningless sex to be funny. Nor do 
I fi nd humor in reports of  underage 
drinkers blacking out and waking up in 
the beds of  strangers. Maybe it’s not a 
big deal right now. Right now it’s fun.
How about next year—once you’ve 
graduated—when a hopeful employer 
Googles you? And they will. Everyone 
knows about keeping their Facebook 
pages private for this very reason. The 
confession page, however, is public. 
You’re tagged in a post about blacking 
out after screwing a new guy everyday 
for a week. Your freshman year.
Yeah.
I’d hire you.
Jennifer R. Arledge
Vice President for Academic Affairs
ASCWU BOD
Dear Editor,
#FirstWorldProblems
While working at the coffee stand today, 
I asked a guy how his day was going, and 
to my surprise his answer was, “I could be 
much worse.” 
And that was 
that.
It’s easy to sit 
and dwell. It’s even 
easier to complain 
to your friends 
about all your prob-
lems. But some-
times, I have to 
consider that there 
is a bigger picture. 
I also need to re-
member that things 
could always be worse.
There’s a phrase going around that 
continues to grow more popular each day. 
People hashtag it on Tiwtter or say it to 
friends who appear to be over-exaggerat-
ing trivial things in their life, which I tend 
to do often. The phrase is #FirstWorld-
Problems. 
Sometimes I fi nd myself  sulking in the 
woes of  yesterday, or if  I’m honest, last 
week. The attitude of  dwelling never re-
ally seems to help me with the problems 
of  my recent past. It just leaves me behind 
while the rest of  the world continues on, 
sitting in the middle of  my list-o-miseries, 
like a room so full of  dirty laundry you 
can’t even see the fl oor.
Now, if  you know me, you know it was 
hard for me to even write that last sentence. 
I can’t handle dirty places. The minute I 
walk into one, the cleaning starts—even if  
you’re a stranger. But for some reason, this 
doesn’t ring true with all the “problems” I 
let compile in my head.
So I analyze my life. Clearly I’m doing 
something wrong here. The earth is still 
spinning and the year 2013 never ceases 
to gain another hour. No one cares and 
nothing stops at the mention of  a quarrel 
in the life of  Chloe`.
I need to make a change.
I’ve decided I need to join a 12-step pro-
gram in how to move on. After consider-
ing what the steps would be, I’ve narrowed 
it down to a simple three. I will consider 
them next time I begin to fuss over things. 
Things that range from a bad grade to an 
unfair remark passed on by a friend. 
First, before telling anyone what my 
concern of  the day is, I will say it to my-
self. I’ll even write it out if  I have to. This 
is to get my initial emotional reaction out 
of  the way before making it public knowl-
edge.
Second, I will rate my problem. I’ll 
give it a number on a scale from 1-to-10. 
Hopefully this step reels me back into the 
reality of  the situation at hand. If  I still 
feel passionately about what I believe has 
gone wrong, I can consider telling a sec-
ond party. (Or third if  you count the voice 
in my head that is having this conversation 
with me.)
Third, I will tell myself  the phrase, 
“fi rst world problems,” before anyone else 
can. If  I haven’t been reeled in enough 
from step two, hopefully this will help put 
things back in perspective.
The point behind this is to remember 
where I am and what I am doing. I’m in 
a place that not many people get to be in 
during their lifetime: College. I’m getting 
a higher education and I’m never left cold 
or unfed. I’m privileged.
After all of  this life searching I real-
ized that living, worrying and continuing 
to seek answers of  the past won’t help me 
solve anything. But keeping my mind on 
my future goals will.
Hi, my name is Chloe`, and I am mov-
ing on.
BY JAYNA SMITH        
Assistant News Editor
The hype behind the Super Bowl has 
recently extended beyond what team peo-
ple want to win. The halftime show and 
the very expensive commercials are gain-
ing more and more 
attention nationally.
There was a wide 
array of  commer-
cials this year, some 
that walked a very 
fi ne line between 
shock factor and 
just plain grotesque. 
I have ranked the 
Super Bowl com-
mercials in the top 
fi ve best and worse 
categories. 
The Best
1. Oreo Whisper Fight
This commercial was witty and hilari-
ous. Using a disagreement about which is 
better, “the cream,” or “the cookie,” and 
combining that with the comical idea of  
fi ghting and arguing in a library is what 
made this commercial the best.
2. Taco Bell Viva Mas
You can’t go wrong with the song, “We 
are Young” by Fun. The elderly crew par-
tying hard was absolutely hilarious. I’m 
sure after partying late, many college stu-
dents swing by Taco Bell to binge on fast 
food. This commercial took the Taco Bell 
slogan, “Viva mas,” or live more, to a new 
level.
3. Kia Space Babies 
Although this commercial had leaked 
before the actual game day, it has the 
perfect amount of  cuteness that makes it 
adorable and undeniably unforgettable.
4. Pistachio #cracking style 
The Wonderful brand of  pistachios   
turned Psy’s “Gangnum Style” into the 
phrase, “cracking Gangnum style.” The 
bright  green costumes, the guest ap-
pearance from Psy, and all the dancing are 
what placed this  commercial in the top 
fi ve in my book.
5. Best Buy Asking Amy 
Amy Poehler plays a curious customer 
with lots of  questions. Her rapid-fi re in-
quiries are slightly funny but don’t border 
on the line of  annoying. Just about a min-
ute long, the ad was successful at drawing 
the viewer in while showcasing Best Buy’s 
customer service and products.
The Worst
1. Go Daddy 
This commercial took making out and 
made it almost pornographic. It was dis-
gusting. I get the idea behind it, but I’m 
not sure this distasteful commercial was 
appropriate for a game that had children 
and adults of  all ages and backgrounds 
watching. I guess it was successful because 
it was bad enough I remembered it.
2. Doritos 
After the huge ad campaign Doritos 
launched a few years ago that allowed fans 
to pick the best commercial, I have looked 
forward to the Doritos Super Bowl ads, 
but this year the goat just wasn’t really 
funny. I was largely disappointed.
3. Gildan Favorite T-shirt 
It was a nice try. The pitch was a guy 
waking up in bed with a girl he didn’t 
know and was so in love with his favorite 
shirt,  he would risk getting caught sneak-
ing out to try and pry it off  of  her. I just 
didn’t think it was very successful but yet 
again it was effective.
4. E-Trade Baby
I was so excited when this commercial 
came on; I sat on the edge of  my seat wait-
ing to laugh, but that moment never came. 
This has historically been a very successful 
ad campaign but all good things come to 
an end.
5. Dodge Ram: So God Made a 
Farmer
I’m sure in Ellensburg there will be 
some that will argue this was a good com-
mercial, but it was just too long. Over two 
minutes about, “why God made a farmer” 
and you don’t even know what the com-
mercial is about until it is almost over. I 
loved the pictures in the commercial but it 
just droned on for too long.
No matter what order they were 
ranked in, I must say that after spending 
at least $4 million for each 30-second slot, 
the companies on this list were all able to 
maximize every dollar they spent. These 
are all commercials I will never forget, and 
that to me means money well spent.
The good, the bad, the disgusting
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BY LAUREN NOLTON 
Staff Reporter
In 1978, a woman working in the hard-
ware section at a Sears store was treated 
much differently than a man.  She was 
given a feather duster and expected to do 
her cleaning duty on the sales fl oor. 
This was professor Ruthi Erdman’s ex-
perience in Portland with gender equality 
in the workplace.
“I went to the paint department to re-
lieve someone for their break,” Erdman 
said. “I asked the guy in charge, ‘What do 
you want me to do?’ And he said to just 
‘stand there and look pretty.’ ”
 This sort of  mistreatment helped 
Erdman on her journey toward teaching 
women’s studies here at Central Washing-
ton University.
Erdman became interested in women’s 
studies early on in her high school years 
after reading a book titled “Century of  
Struggle,” given to her by a professor.
“This book had a profound impact on 
me,” Erdman said. “It taught me about 
what women went through to get to vote 
and it made me sensitive to women’s is-
sues.”
She got her bachelor’s degree in reli-
gious studies, then came to Central to get 
her master’s in English literature. While 
getting her master’s at Central, a teaching 
position opened.  
Erdman started teaching English and 
honors classes and currently teaches wom-
en’s studies and Western humanities. 
One of  her students, Cay Collins, a 
psychology major who’s minoring in ASL 
and women and gender studies, loves talk-
ing about her favorite topic: the portrayal 
of  women in the media. 
She recently watched the movie “Miss 
Representation,” a fi lm about how women 
are portrayed as objects or eye candy in 
the media, even in the news. 
“I have three young children and that’s 
what I fi ght against,” Collins said.“I am 
trying to teach them one thing, but they 
are exposed to something completely dif-
ferent.”
Collins and her other classmates are 
fond of  Erdman because she is entertain-
ing and draws the students in, but is also 
not afraid to “tell it like it is.” 
Another student of  Erdman’s, Kath-
leen Huckins, likes Erdman’s teaching 
style.
“She makes the class entertaining, she 
doesn’t make it dull and boring,” Huck-
ins said. “She will ask for our opinions in 
class and the way she expresses each topic 
we talk about will actually make students 
want to pay attention.”   
Huckins said she is taking the class 
because it is a general education require-
ment, but may pursue a minor in women 
and gender studies.  
Erdman’s women’s studies class is not 
just another class on feminism; men can 
also benefi t from taking a course on wom-
en’s studies.
One of  Erdman’s top male students this 
quarter is Philip Hasenbalg, who’s mom is 
an aerospace engineer in charge of  over 
200 hundred people (most of  which are 
men.).
Erdman’s favorite topic to teach is 
about the body language of  both sexes. 
She also offers a women’s self-defense 
demonstration. 
“Guys would really benefi t from taking 
this class because we have seen the world 
through our perspective and never consid-
ered seeing it through someone else’s point 
of  view,” Hasenbalg said. “It seems femi-
nist until you begin to realize that women 
really are underdogs.” 
His favorite topic in Erdman’s class this 
quarter has been the women’s suffrage 
movement.
“This class would help people gain 
more perspective by seeing how women 
fought for their rights,” Hasenbalg said.
Hasenbalg likes how Erdman is fast-
paced but keeps everyone on track. He 
also likes how she keeps things running 
smoothly by asking for other people’s 
opinions.
“She allows people to tell their own 
stories, perspectives and opinions through 
discussions in the class,” Hasenbalg said. 
“The class reacts to her teaching style by 
telling their story.”
Outside of  the classroom, Erdman is 
involved in the Methodist church, which 
she believes promotes equal rights for all 
people, including equal marriage rights 
and gender equality. 
She also encourages her students to at-
tend programs sponsored by the Center 
for Diversity and Social Justice.
“It used to be called just the Women’s 
Center and focused on promoting wom-
en’s rights,” Erdman said.
BY HENRY VAN LEISHOUT
Staff Reporter
Students of  Central Washington 
University once again band together 
to stop violence against women of  all 
ages. In celebration of  the V-Day cam-
paign, “The Vagina Monologues” will 
be performed Feb. 8 and 9 with a mati-
nee on Saturday afternoon. 
“The Vagina Monologues” is a col-
lection of  speeches and recitations by 
Eve Ensler which express the inner 
thoughts and feelings of  women.
“I like the fact that it tells people’s 
stories,” said Mal Stewman, diversity 
offi cer at the Center for Diversity and 
Social Justice (CDSJ). “A lot of  stories 
women can relate to.”
But the show isn’t just for women. 
Men and women alike will get some-
thing out of  the performance. The 
Center for Student Empowerment 
(CSE) puts together these monologues 
every year and will continue to perform 
until the violence stops.
“We want people to recognize that, 
as a part of  the world, they can and 
need to do something about it,” said 
Elsa Larson, women’s experience coor-
dinator and producer of  “The Vagina 
Monologues.”
Larson was chosen to be a producer 
for this year’s production because of  
her experience with women’s issues 
and her large role in the coordination 
of  Women’s History Month last year. 
“We like the message,” Stewman 
said. The CSE is hoping women will 
attend and be inspired to stand up with 
other women to fi ght for their rights.
The performance will consist of  sev-
eral monologues. Some of  the 
speeches are moving, deep, 
or graphic, while others 
are more comedic in 
nature. 
“Even if  you don’t 
agree with every 
single word, there 
are things that 
e v e r y b o d y 
can rally 
b e h i n d , ” 
S t e w m a n 
said.
S o m e 
of  the 
pieces in 
the show 
might be 
c o n t r o -
versial or 
o f f en s i ve, 
so CSE sug-
gests no one 
under the age 
of  17 attend 
the perfor-
mances.
The show 
has a new cast 
every year, which 
CSE held auditions for 
at the end of  fall quarter.
“There’s a lot of  bonding,” Larson 
said. 
Rehearsals began during the second 
week of  classes winter quarter. 
The cast members are diverse. 
Among them are students, nontradi-
tional students, staff  members and 
community members. Some com-
munity members show their sup-
port for the cause by commuting 
for every rehearsal.
The CDSJ is also taking part 
in the One Billion Rising cam-
paign for V-Day, where people to 
can participate in a “dance strike” 
where they will dance to end vio-
lence against women. 
In conjunction with “The 
Vagina Monologues” per-
formance, another mono-
logue show, “A Memory, A 
Monologue, A Rant, and A 
Prayer” will take place on Feb. 
7. This performance is 
free.
For those seek-
ing more information 
about the monologues 
or about how to help 
the CSE stop violence, 
there will be a talk-
back discussion with 
the cast and diversity 
offi cers after every 
performance.
The cost to at-
tend “The Vagina 
Monologues” is $7 for 
students and $10 for general admission.
RUTHI  Erdman teaches both women’s 
studies and Western humanities at CWU.
PHOTO COURTESY OF AWARD PORTRAIT PROOFS 
A journey 
of her own
BY BRADEN DENHERDER
Staff Reporter
Taking a step into the past to learn 
something can be one of  the most impor-
tant things a person can do. The Center 
for Diversity and Social Justice is hosting 
the third-annual civil rights display, titled 
“Bearing Witness,” for this purpose. 
“We feel [it] is an important theme 
because there is so much history that is 
forgotten, and we don’t want to forget,” 
said Leah Shelton, diversity offi cer at the 
CDSJ.
The civil rights display will be set up 
so students can walk through and see the 
important events, people and changes that 
took place during the civil rights move-
ment. Michael McGarity, junior psychol-
ogy major, is an event programmer for the 
CDSJ, and is very passionate about the 
movement. 
“Basically the civil rights display, to me, 
is showing students what happened in the 
past, and empowering them to know what 
one person does can affect everybody 
else’s future,” McGarity said.
In 2011, the inaugural “CWU Free-
dom Ride” took place and 14 students 
were able to travel to the American South 
and immerse themselves in the history of  
the civil rights movement.
“They really were able to bear witness 
in that way and to walk in the footsteps of  
the civil rights movement and the Freedom 
Riders,” Shelton said. “This is where the 
idea for a civil rights display during Black 
History Month came from. The CDSJ 
wanted to make sure that this important 
time in America’s history was brought to 
the attention of  more students.”
This year, the CDSJ will be adding 
more information about how the civil 
rights movement has affected other move-
ments such as the LGBTQ and Native 
American movements. 
“We certainly want to pay tribute and 
bear witness to the civil rights movement 
and also beyond that, what it has inspired 
and motivated since then, and how there 
is still movement and action that needs to 
happen,” Shelton said. 
In addition to the display, the CDSJ will 
be showing the movie “Brother Outsider,” 
a fi lm commemorating Bayard Rustin, a 
leader during the civil rights movement. 
“He was basically the father of  the civil 
rights movement, and the only reason why 
he was not in the limelight is because he 
was openly gay,” McGarity said. 
The CDSJ hopes Central students will 
take the time to look through the display 
and educate themselves about the history 
of  the civil rights movement. 
“I want them to take away the fact that 
all of  this happened and see all of  the im-
pact,” said Octavio Garcia-Ruiz, junior 
political science and Spanish major. 
The civil rights display will be set up in 
SURC 137 A and B and will be open all 
day Feb. 4 – 6. 
“Walk through, take your time and 
experience it for yourself,” Shelton said. 
“Take some time this week to step back 
and ‘bear witness’ to the important events 
and leaders during the civil rights move-
ment.”
‘Bear witness’ 
to history 
Display highlights the 
civil rights movement
Voices against violence 
Annual Vagina Monologues aim to stop violence against women
GRAPHIC BY SETH LONBORG
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Of the 555 Twitter followers, 
and the 3,320 ʻlikesʼ on Facebook, 
no more than eight people know 
who started Central Washington 
Confessions, according to the cre-
ator. 
The creator, who is a Central 
Washington University student, 
prefers to remain anonymous. 
They made the Facebook page 
on Sunday night, Jan. 27, and got 
thousands of ʻlikesʼ within days, 
and the news of the page seemed 
to take over the campus. 
“I saw a bunch of diff erent ones 
for diff erent universities in Wash-
ington,” the creator said through 
a Facebook 
chat. “I was 
waiting for 
one to be 
made for 
CWU, but 
no one was 
making one, 
so I just took 
matters into 
my own hands.” 
The creator modeled the page 
after Western Washington Con-
fessions, which had about 3,000 
ʻlikesʼ when the Central edition 
was made. The Twitter was made 
shortly after. 
The site operates using Sur-
veyMonkey, an anonymous survey 
website. Anyone can visit the con-
fessions Facebook page and sub-
mit a confession by clicking the 
link in the ʻAboutʼ section. 
Since all of the confessions are 
anonymous, the page has its fair 
share of racy posts involving stu-
dents and the campus. 
Some posts involve relations be-
tween RAs and residents, profes-
sors and students, as well as sexu-
al activities in academic buildings. 
(Some include two or more people, 
some are a solo act.)
“I thought that was a 
big ʻ no,ʼ because I know 
RAʼs arenʼt supposed 
to mingle with their 
residents,” sophomore 
business major Vincent 
Langsy said. “That just 
shows how our housing 
is run -- not very well.” 
Once the page went 
live, the creator ʻlikedʼ 
CWUʼs Facebook page and also had 
a female peer spread the word. 
The buzz quickly spread from 
classrooms, to residence halls, to 
the SURC, and everywhere in be-
tween. 
Originally, four people ran the 
page, but it caused too much con-
fusion, according to the creator. 
“We all decided as a group that 
it would be easier if they stepped 
down,” the creator said. “I trust all 
of them and I have complete faith 
that they will keep my identity a 
secret.”
Initially the pageʼs profi le pic-
ture was the Central Wildcat logo, 
but the creator took it down after 
being contacted by Centralʼs pub-
lic aff airs department. 
“We try to make sure our own 
site is clearly identifi ed as the only 
site, and try to control our trade-
mark,” Director of Public Aff airs 
Linda Schactler said. “Those are 
our two highest priorities.”
Schactler said the main concern 
is the credibility and the reputa-
tion of the university. 
Students seem to be divided 
about the page. Richard Carter, a 
freshman exercise science major, 
sees both sides of the argument. 
“I thought it was pretty graphic,” 
Vincent Langsy
sophomore, 
business
What students think of Central Washington Confessions
These are our confessions
Lindsey Touma
freshman, 
business
It does have its 
amusing parts here 
and there, but overall 
I think it does have a 
derogatory eff ect on 
our university on a 
whole.
Michael Smith
senior, 
law and justice
I donʼt know if itʼs one 
person doing all this 
or a lot of people like 
tuning in on it, but I 
think itʼs a waste of 
time, honestly.
Hailey Baar
senior, 
psychology & 
sociology
Some of the stuff  is kind 
of gruesome and nasty 
to read. It just makes 
me paranoid to walk 
into the library because 
someone is gonna be 
doing it in the cubbies. 
There are a lot of people 
who have said that.
#404 "Sometimes I Skype 
my boyfriend naked while 
my AUAP roommate is in 
the room."
#427 "Some RA's from 
last year and I broke into 
the old SURC at night in 
a very drunk stupor and 
took half nude photos 
on top of the roof. Twas 
quite a night!
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really
 drun
k. No
w he'
s 
tellin
g peo
ple th
at I to
ok 
advan
tage o
f him
 beca
use 
he thi
nks I'
m ug
ly."
#440 "I secretly want to 
experiment "messing 
around" with another girl, 
but I am to embarrassed to 
admit it out loud"
#425 "I slept on the roof 
of North Hall this summer. 
Wasted"
#383 "I'm the guy that stole 
your bike. I also threw it into 
a dumpster after I rode it 
home."
#378 "I
'm not o
utgoing
 and 
rarely d
rink. Lo
oks like
 I 
chose th
e wrong
 school.
"
I was kind of surprised, 
because I didnʼt like 
all the weird stories. 
It was just kind of a 
bunch of random top-
ics. 
BY JEANETTE GENSON & 
DANNY SCHMIDT
Assistant Scene Editor &
Editor-in-Chief
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What students think of Central Washington Confessions
These are our confessions
Carter said. “I felt like it painted 
a lot of mental pictures that kind 
of didnʼt need to be painted, and 
some that did need to be painted.” 
Senior law and justice major Mi-
chael Smith said he doesnʼt think 
the page will do the university any 
good.
“I think itʼs kind of degrading 
to the university and bringing the 
university down,” Smith said. “If 
youʼre trying to come to the uni-
versity and you see this stuff , par-
ents-wise, theyʼre saying, ʻI donʼt 
want my child to go to that univer-
sity.ʼ Itʼs just bad publicity for the 
school, honestly.”
Hailey Baar, a senior psychol-
ogy and sociology major, does not 
think the page puts a positive light 
on the university and thinks the 
page should be taken down. 
“Itʼs not really showing too much 
class for Central,” Baar said. “All in 
all I would say yes, itʼs funny, but 
not worth the reputation.” 
Other Washington state univer-
sities have participated in this re-
cent trend, such as the University 
of Washington, Washington State 
University and Western Washing-
ton University. 
Only days after the page 
launched, the creator said he re-
ceived a threatening message that 
read, “We know who you are and 
weʼre deciding how we should 
conduct our investigation to make 
sure you are removed from our 
campus and that this page gets 
shut down. You will be expelled 
and sued for defamation. I suggest 
you delete this Facebook page and 
avoid a long and regretful process. 
Iʼm saying this because I know you 
and I want to protect you. I hope 
you listen to me.”
The creator said they were 
freaked out upon seeing the threat, 
but felt that Centralʼs administra-
tion would have contacted them 
in a more professional manner. 
Nothing has come of the threat so 
far. 
Schactler said she didnʼt know 
about the threat, and said the only 
thing she can worry about is mak-
ing it clear what is an authorized 
Central website and what isnʼt.   
She said she frequently fi nds 
Facebook pages that misrepresent 
the university.  
“I donʼt think the goal of this 
particular site is accuracy or edu-
cation,” Schactler said. “We realize 
we cannot police the internet.” 
Due to the overfl ow of respons-
es the creator has received, which 
have approached 900, the site has 
turned out to be more time con-
suming than they originally antici-
pated.  
The creator said they have to 
turn down almost half of the con-
fessions due to them being over-
whelmingly negative or appearing 
to be dramatically false. 
 “I have seen some really nega-
tive things about friends that I ob-
viously didnʼt post to the page,” 
the creator said. “I feel as though 
students forget that Iʼm also a stu-
dent at Central.”
The creator was surprised 
to hear about professors talk-
ing about the page, because they 
didnʼt expect the page to grow as 
quickly as it did. 
The creator isnʼt worried about 
Centralʼs reputation being tainted, 
because the page only represents 
a small percentage of students. 
“There are students who do go 
crazy and party a lot, and have a 
lot of sex, and drink a lot, as seen 
on this page,” the creator said. “But 
there are also a lot of students who 
work hard in school and donʼt par-
ty at all. But those students arenʼt 
portrayed as well, because there 
really is no big confession to come 
out of that.”
Hailey Baar
senior, 
psychology & 
sociology
Some of the stuff  is kind 
of gruesome and nasty 
to read. It just makes 
me paranoid to walk 
into the library because 
someone is gonna be 
doing it in the cubbies. 
There are a lot of people 
who have said that.
Dominique 
Addison
freshman, 
nutrition
I thought it was pretty 
interesting because I 
can just read it and see 
things that I would like 
to hear about people, 
but never did. People 
can get their feelings 
out and then not nec-
essarily know who it is. 
Alan Wheat
sophomore, 
anthropology
All of them were pretty 
funny. Itʼs cool for 
people to vent, but I 
feel like a lot of them 
are fake, just to enter-
tain people. I donʼt be-
lieve that anyone slept 
with their professor. 
Richard Carter
freshman,
exercise science
I love it. I think itʼs 
great—freedom of 
speech—people can go 
on there and vent and 
do what they need to 
do. Hopefully I end up 
on there eventually.
#427 "Some RA's from 
last year and I broke into 
the old SURC at night in 
a very drunk stupor and 
took half nude photos 
on top of the roof. Twas 
quite a night!
#439 "I refereed probably 
3 out of 4 of intramural 
basketball games drunk, on 
average."
#410 "CWU... Where qual-
ity education and weekend 
alcohol poisoning come 
together oh so preciously."
#390 "I watched a girl beer 
bong 4 four lokos one night 
and walk home... I think it's 
safe to say she's a Legend."
#341 "B
ecause 
of this 
page I a
m highl
y amuse
d 
but also
 have re
alized I
 
am goin
g to sch
ool with
 
these pe
ople an
d that 
they co
llective
ly will 
represen
t our ge
neration
. 
This ma
kes me 
sad. Ge
t 
classy."
#307 "My roommate is 
going to propose to his 
girlfriend soon, but I am in 
love with her."
#187 "I’m a former RA who 
hooked up with a resident!"
#879 “my dad’s in prison 
and i send him intimate love 
letters from a friends address 
so he doesn’t know it’s me”
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Do you want your
message to reach 
CWU students 
staff & faculty 
members?
Call 963-1095
to learn more!
ADVERTISE HERE!
FREE Pregnancy Test. Caring.  Confidential.
www.PregnancyHelpEllensburg.org
Conveniently Located in Downtown Ellensburg
111 East 4th Street
Pregnancy Center of Kittitas County
BY ElizaBEth Glavish 
Staff Reporter
Katie Smith, senior nutrition major, 
knows what it is like to be hungry. As a 
child, Smith’s family struggled to keep 
food on the table, a struggle shared by 1 
in every 5 children in America.
“My experience with childhood 
hunger has definitely made an impact 
on my life,” Smith said. “It is one of  
the reasons I chose to study nutrition 
at Central.”
Now a mother of  three, Smith helps 
fight childhood hunger in America as 
the vice president of  Central’s chapter 
of  the No Kid Hungry club.
Central’s NKH club is part of  a na-
tional campaign to end childhood hun-
ger in America by connecting kids in 
need with nutritious food and teaching 
families how to cook healthy, affordable 
meals. 
The club is affiliated with the Share 
our Strength organization, which was 
founded in 1984 to fight famine in 
Ethiopia, but has since changed its mis-
sion to focus on childhood hunger in 
America. 
According to Share Our Strength’s 
website, over 16 million children in 
America live in a household which 
can’t provide them with the nutrition 
necessary to live a healthy life.
The Central chapter of  NKH 
started when professor Tracee Wat-
kins learned that Share Our Strength 
was encouraging university students to 
start chapters to assist with the NKH 
campaign. She sent out an email dur-
ing the summer of  2012, asking if  stu-
dents would be interested in joining the 
campaign. 
“Interested was an understate-
ment,” Watkins said. “The enthusiasm 
for the project was overwhelming.”
The club was officially founded in 
Fall 2012, and was made up of  only 
four nutrition majors, but it has since 
grown to include members from all 
over campus. The chapter’s mission, 
apart from following the guidelines of  
the national NKH, is to fight hunger 
specifically within the local Ellensburg 
community, even when the need isn’t 
readily apparent.
“Just because someone does not look 
like they are starving does not mean 
they aren’t hungry,” Smith said. “You 
will never know until you reach out.”
The club reaches out with charita-
ble works like volunteering at the local 
F.I.S.H. food bank and hosting events 
which raise awareness in the commu-
nity about childhood hunger.
According to the club’s president, 
members pay for these events out of  
their own pockets.
“We are not a club that is about 
fundraising, we would rather spend our 
time educating the community,” said 
Margo Anderson, senior nutrition ma-
jor.
Though not focused around fund-
raising, as a supporter of  the NKH 
campaign, the club has pledged to raise 
$1,000 by June 2013 to support na-
tional efforts to end childhood hunger. 
Currently, the club is looking for spon-
sors to help reach their goal. They also 
welcome new members who can spare 
time and effort to support the cause.
There is no charge to be a member 
of  the No Kid Hungry club. They are 
more interested in students volunteer-
ing their time than their money. 
“Even if  they can only spare an 
hour to volunteer at the food bank, that 
is an hour more than we had available 
to us,” Smith said. 
NKH club meetings are held every 
other Thursday at 5:30 p.m. Currently 
the club is trying to find a permanent 
location to hold meetings but until then 
the meeting, location can be found 
posted on their CWU No Kid Hungry 
Facebook page. 
Students interested in finding out 
more about the No Kid Hungry cam-
paign and their upcoming events, con-
tact President Margo Anderson at an-
dersonma@cwu.edu.
CWU club works to eradicate hunger
PHOTO cOuRTeSy Of cWu NO kid HuNgRy club
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a
STEP
ABOVE
theREST
Did You Know... 
about 1,000 students 
returned to campus 
housing last year?
We take pride in the students who decide 
to make a difference in their academic 
success by choosing to live on campus.
LLC/Theme Communities
Same Hall/Same Room — Mon., Feb. 11  •  8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Different Room — Tues., Feb. 12  •  8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
All Residence Halls (except LLC/Theme Communities)
Same Hall/Same Room — Wed., Feb. 13  •  8 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Same Hall/Different Room — Thurs., Feb. 14  •  8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Program Changes — Tues., Feb. 19  •  8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Different Room — Wed. - Fri., Feb. 20 - 22  •  See lottery schedule
University HoUsing  •  509-963-1831 • www.cwu.edu/housing
Dining services  •  509-963-1591 • www.cwu.edu/dining
CWU is an AA/EEO/Title IX Institution. For accommodation: CDS@cwu.edu
where  
are you 
going to 
live next 
year?
Mining for opportunities: Roslyn’s African American history 
BY HAILEY NELSEN 
Staff Reporter
Roslyn, a small community located on 
the eastern slopes of  the Cascade Moun-
tains, is not only known for the abundance 
of  coal in the area, but also for the largest 
migration of  African Americans into the 
Pacifi c Northwest Territory. 
 In 1888, white mine workers went on 
strike, demanding better working hours, 
higher wages and safer working condi-
tions which caused the Northwest Improv-
ing Company Mine #3 in Ronald to be 
shut down. The Northwest Pacifi c Coal 
Company sent their labor recruiter, James 
Shepperson, to bring in 400 black workers 
to replace the striking miners in the Ros-
lyn and Ronald area. 
The train brought African American 
workers from Virginia, North Carolina 
and Kentucky. Some of  the men on board 
didn’t realize they would be strikebreakers 
until the train stopped in Montana. Once 
the train stopped, men from the Pinker-
ton Company, which was a detective and 
security corporation, were hired by the 
mining company to accompany the Afri-
can American men and their families with 
loaded guns. 
The train stopped for one last time 
on the outskirts of  Cle Elum in an area 
known as Bristol Flats. In order to clear all 
the train track switches so the train could 
run continuously to Ronald to ensure the 
safety of  the passengers on board.
As expected, angry strikers lined the 
railroad tracks in Roslyn, but the train 
continued onward until its arrival in Ron-
ald. Telegrams were sent to President 
Kangley of  the NWI:
 “In taking the new drivers, [Alex-
ander] Ronald and [James] Williamson 
were surrounded and knocked senseless by 
strikers and disarmed. Afterwards run out 
of  town. Several of  new men badly used 
up. Mob rule reigns in Roslyn tonight and 
deputy sheriffs and guards were also run 
out of  town by strikers,” quotes Jaymi 
Trimble in her book “Roslyn.” 
Shortly after the arrival of  the black 
miners, alleged riots broke out and several 
were killed in a mining accident. For the 
protection of  the workers, the NWI Mine 
#3 was surrounded with dirt barriers, logs 
and barbed wiring.
In August of  1888, Alexander Ron-
ald, the superintendent of  the mines, was 
attacked by angry striking miners and 
beaten to unconsciousness. The miners 
blamed Ronald for the company’s neglect 
to negotiate better working conditions, 
and tied Ronald being tied to the train 
tracks as punishment. 
As the train was approaching, the con-
ductor noticed Ronald, allowing his fi re-
man time to jump from the halting train 
and untie Ronald’s body, pulling him to 
safety.
Eventually, tensions eased amongst the 
striking miners and black miners, and the 
men began to work alongside one another 
in the dangerous  conditions of  the mines. 
The black miners became a large part of  
the community, and within two years, the 
black population outnumbered the whites. 
African American miners and their fami-
lies formed a residential community near 
the NWI Mine #3 known as “Nigger 
Hill.” 
But tragedy struck in 1892, when a 
large explosion in NWI Mine #1 took 
the lives of  45 miners, which included 
both black and white men. The Pacifi c 
Northwest Improvement Company gave 
the black miners families a cemetery plot 
known as Mt. Olivet, located in the heart 
of  the Roslyn Cemetery. 
The Roslyn, Ronald and Cle Elum area 
grew over the years, and segregation and 
racism became less noticeable. Black and 
white children attended the same schools 
and played in the same sports leagues. By 
1920, the Roslyn school district had 24 
different nationalities represented in their 
student population.
In 1910, however, most of  the black 
miners and their families left the Ronald 
and Roslyn area in search of  better em-
ployment opportunities, and only two 
families remained. Ethel and Samuel 
Craven’s family is the last of  the original 
strikebreaker pioneer families that remain 
in the Roslyn area today. 
In 1976, William Craven, a descendent 
of  Ethel and Samuel Craven, became the 
fi rst black mayor in Roslyn, and in the 
State of  Washington. 
From 1886 to 1963, the town of  Roslyn 
mined more than 65 million tons of  coal, 
which only accounted for one-fi fth of  the 
resources available. The last coal mine in 
Roslyn was shut down in 1963, but the 
history and remembrance of  all the coal 
miners, regardless of  race, lives on today. 
Every August, the Roslyn community 
holds a Black Pioneers Day to celebrate 
the lives of  the original African American 
coal mining families.
MEMORIAL  A memorial dedicated to 
the coal miners stands in Roslyn. 
HAILEY NELSEN/OBSERVER
HURT LOCKER Senior construction management Beau Nichols and a teammate wrap up against an Oregon State player during 
their match on Jan. 19. Central won the match 39-7 and are 3-0 on the season following victories over Sacramento State and Santa Clara.
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Page 15
Freshman don’t often start for Divi-
sion II basketball programs, unless 
your Jasmine Parker that is. Find out 
how this true freshman is doing more 
than just blocking shots...
Page 16Page 14
Baseball has taken Malone for quite 
a journey, traveling across the nation 
and eventually landing on Central as 
a fi rst baseman. In 2003, his life was 
changed forever...
After the football program was dropped 
at Western Washington, the CWU-
WWU basketball rivalry has picked up 
its intensity. Saturday night in Nicholson 
Pavilion will be no different...
Online
Missed one of  the Wildcats home 
games? Want to know how they 
did on the road last weekend? Visit 
cwuobserver.com to see photo 
galleries and recaps from this week-
end’s games.
cwuobserver.com
Inside
Title
Contenders?
Jasmine
Parker
Eddie 
Malone
INDEPENDENCE DAY
Menʼs rugby to compete in independent conference
SEAN WANIGASEKARA/OBSERVER
Knock-on
BY PANCHO ARCEO
Staff Reporter
The Central Washington Univer-
sity men’s rugby team is 3-0 following 
its 78-0 blowout victory on the road 
against Sacramento State. 
The Wildcats are looking to domi-
nate this season entering their 42nd 
year of  competitive play.
With practice every Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday, the men are 
quickly getting into shape for their 
weekend matches.
“Progress is getting better every 
week,” head coach Tony Pacheco 
said.
 Weather conditions haven’t 
allowed the Wildcats to practice out-
doors, but the team is hopeful it can 
have a traditional practice by next 
week. CWU is on a hot streak after 
beating Santa Clara and Sacramento 
State the last two weekends, along 
with Oregon State on Jan. 19. The 
team has no plans to slow down, and 
they are prepared to practice every 
week, not even taking a rest during 
spring break.
“We have a really strong squad this 
year, and we are a pretty close group 
and I think we’ll do well in our 15’s 
season and actually go further than 
we have been in a long time,” senior 
Alex Reher said. 
One of  the men’s biggest challeng-
ers this year is their game against St. 
Mary’s in April.
“St. Marys is a great program,” 
sophomore Aladdin Schirmer said. 
“They play tons of  games a year, so 
it is hard for a team that only plays 
seven or eight games to play a team 
that is already playing men’s division 
teams; great team in general.”
“St.Marys is a quality team, with 
tough opponents,”Pacheco said.
 Pacheo is also looking forward 
to the men’s Feb. 23 game against 
Western, one of  the premier teams in 
the state.
“[They’ve] not lost in at least a 
decade,” Pacheco 
said.
Reher, Schirmer 
and coach Pacheco 
all agreed on sopho-
more Tanner Barnes 
as a stand out player 
to watch for. 
“[He’s] the leader 
on the fi eld, best 
player,” Schirmer 
said. 
Both Schirmer and Barnes played 
as USA all-Americans as freshmen. 
Others mentioned as outstand-
ing players to watch were captain 
senior Ryan Snider, sophomore 
Shelby Williams, Reher, and 
Schirmer.
The team 
looks to con-
tinue its success 
in the Las Vegas 
invitational 
tournament 
this Thursday.  
Twelve start-
ers and two 
substitutes will 
be making the 
trip to one of  the premier amateur 
rugby events in the country.
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RUGBY KNOWLEDGE CWU 15s SCHEDULE
Central breaks from 15’s for Las Vegas Invitational
MEN’S RUGBY
Where a player propels the ball toward the opponent’s goal 
line.  This results in a penalty.
The method of scoring worth  ve points by touching the 
ball down in the opponent’s goal area.
Defi nition
Try
The referee allows the game to proceed uninterrupted as 
long as the ball is in play and there are no major infractions. 
Play can continue after an infraction if the non-o ending 
team gains an advantage.
Advantage
Kick where a score may be made.  Can be taken as a place 
kick, drop kick, or if no score is attempted, a punt.Free Kick
Scrum
A tight formation between the two opposing teams in 
readiness for the ball to be put in the tunnel between the 
two front rows and brought out into play.
Term
Ruck A loose formation created around a free ball or a player who has been brought to the ground.
Menʼs rugby to compete in independent conference Opponent
Las Vegas 
Invitational
Location Competition Date
Las Vegas,
Nevada
Sevens 2/9
Western
Washington
Seattle,
Washington
DI-AA 2/23
Northern
Colorado
TBD DI-A 3/9
Wyoming Ellensburg,
Washington
DI-A 3/17
Colorado Ellensburg,
Washington
DI-A 3/23
St. Mary’s Ellensburg, 
Washington
DI-A 4/6
Cal Poly Ellensburg,
Washington
DI-A 4/13
I think we we’ll do well 
in our 15’s season and actu-
ally go further than we  have 
been in a long time.“ “
-ALEX REHER
Senior
RUGBY NEWS
CONFERENCE OF ONE
Due to traveling confl icts from teams in the 
Pacifi c Conference, Central will be compet-
ing as a D I-A independent this season in 
collegiate menʼs rugby.
SEAN WANIGASEKARA/OBSERVER
SQUARING OFF  Central and Oregon State players get set  for a scrum during their match on Jan. 19. Central won the match 39-7.
NATIONAL COVERAGE
The 24-team Las Vegas Invitational will be 
hosted by NBC Sports television Feb. 8-10. 
Central won the tournament in 2011. 
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BY Claire Cox
Staff Reporter
A player of  Jasmine Parker’s caliber 
only comes around every so often.
 The soft-spoken, 6-foot-2 forward 
leads the GNAC in blocks and ranks in 
the Division II top-20 in blocked shots 
per game. She is also the only true fresh-
man to start a game for the Wildcats this 
season. 
Parker was named GNAC co-player of  
the week when she matched her then-
season high 11 points and set season bests 
with 17 rebounds and five steals Central’s 
69-49 victory over Alaska Fairbanks 
on Jan.17. Parker is ranked 17th in the 
NCAA for blocked shots per game and 
has started all 18 games for the Wildcats. 
Parker was born in Spokane and at-
tended Mead High School, but also lived 
in Puyallup. While growing up in a single 
parent home, Parker spent the majority 
of  her time with her mother Jennifer and 
brother Trey, who were supportive figures 
in her household. Jennifer had a key 
influence on Parker’s development.
“She was just one of  the main people 
in my life,” Parker said. “She was always 
really ambitious, she went to college and 
paid for college all by herself  and she re-
ally didn’t have any parents in her life so 
she basically did it all by herself. She has 
a really great impact on my life.” 
Parker first started playing basketball 
in the seventh grade, though in the begin-
ning it was more of  a hobby. However, 
she started playing competitively in 
eighth grade, and by high school, Parker 
was starting as a varsity basketball player.
 It was during her time at Mead High 
School when her journey as a basketball 
player began to flourish and Parker devel-
oped a different opinion of  her play.
“I didn’t have a talent for basketball 
when I very first started, I really sucked,” 
Jasmine said. “I just put in a lot of  hours 
of  hard work.” 
By the end of  Parker’s career at Mead, 
she had to make a decision, to either at-
tend Carroll College in Montana or come 
play for Central? 
“It really came down to Carroll and 
[Central],” Parker said. “I just felt re-
ally welcome here and I really liked the 
campus and the vibe, so I thought it was 
best for me.” 
 Parker’s decision has ultimately 
worked out for her. A lot motivates Parker 
as an athlete, but just having the opportu-
nity to play suits her fine. But she usually 
only has one thing on her mind. 
“Success,” Parker said. “Not a lot of  
people in my family went to college or 
even graduated, so having the privilege 
to play basketball and get an education is 
great.” 
When Parker isn’t listening to rap mu-
sic before games to pump herself  up, she 
can be found spending time with her best 
friend, Taylor Fettig, a sophomore reserve 
forward for the Wildcats.
“Jasmine is obviously an amazing 
basketball player and she is a great friend 
to me,” Fettig said. “She knows the court 
well, and off  the court she’s someone that 
I can rely on. She is that basketball player 
you can pass the ball to and you know she 
will make it.” 
Fettig gave some insight on things 
most people don’t know about Parker, like 
her interest in music and the piano. 
“We go to the music building a lot and 
we play the piano and we love to sing,” 
Fettig said. “She has an amazing voice.” 
Parker doesn’t plan to slow down dur-
ing the offseason, she plans to practically 
live in the weight room and play basket-
ball as much as she can. 
Parker has big dreams for herself, 
not only in basketball, but also with her 
education. She wants to graduate and 
continue playing basketball with hopes of  
playing professionally someday. 
When asked if  she could play against 
anyone in the world, man or woman, 
Parker had one specific player in mind,a 
player who, coincidentally, shares her last 
name. 
“Candice Parker, because she can 
dunk,” Parker said 
Parker had some advice for other 
young players and college athletes. 
“Follow your heart, and always work 
hard no matter what,” Parker said “Keep 
your head up…that’s what I have to do. 
My family is my biggest support, and my 
team.” 
Parker overcomes obstacles, makes name in GNAC
Ball Up  Parker, the only true fresh-
man to start for CWU, is the GNAC leader in 
blocks and the Wildcats third-leading scorer.
ThomAS voNAhlefeld/CWU AThleTiCS
Freshman forward 
makes the most of her 
opportunity to start
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
BY JarYd Cline
Staff Reporter
After a roller coaster week in which 
Central Washington University scored its 
lowest point total in a game, 69 against 
the University of  Alaska-Anchorage, 
and held an opponent to a season low in 
points, keeping the University of  Alaska-
Fairbanks Nanooks to 54, the Wildcats 
will face off  with the best and the worst 
teams the GNAC has to offer. 
Central (12-7 overall 6-5 GNAC) starts 
their two-game weekend home stand-off  
tonight by battling the last-place Simon 
Frasier Clan (6-13 overall 1-10 GNAC). 
The Clan enter the game as losers of  13 
of  its last 14 in which they’ve been out-
scored an average of  13 points per game.
The Wildcats struggling offense over 
the past four games led to the team’s 2-2 
record over the period as they haven’t 
reached their scoring average since the 
Jan.17 matchup against Montana State 
Billings. 
That may change against the slump-
ing Simon Frasier team that Central has 
flat out dominated in recent years. The 
Clan, who rank in the bottom three of  
the GNAC in scoring defense, three-point 
percentage defense, and total rebounds, 
has yet to win on the road this season. 
Leading the Clan this season is former 
Wildcat Taylor Dunn, who played in 12 
games as a Wildcat before transferring his 
freshman year. Dunn is averaging 12.8 
points per game and teammate Anto Olah 
should create some problems inside for 
the Wildcats with his 12.3 points per game 
and his GNAC leading eight rebounds per 
game. 
“He’s a competitor,” head coach Greg 
Sparling said. “I know he can really score 
the basketball.”
The Wildcats surely will have the image 
of  their last matchup with No. 2 Western 
Washington (20-0 overall, 11-0 GNAC) 
burned in their minds. With less than two 
seconds to play and the Wildcats up by 
one with the chance to stun the then-No. 
5 Vikings on their home court. The 2,300 
plus fans that packed Carver Gymnasium 
on the campus of  went absolutely crazy 
after Western forward Paul Jones laid-in 
the game winning basket. 
Giving up 23 offensive rebounds en 
route to 25 second chance points will not 
win very many basketball games, especial-
ly when the other team only grabs three 
offensive boards and scores zero second 
chance points, such as Central did in the 
first matchup against Western.
Almost a month after the heartbreak-
ing loss Central looks to rebound, this 
time on the Wildcats home turf. 
Playing in only five games so far this 
season due to injury, junior center Kevin 
Davis will help bolster Centrals interior 
defense and defensive rebounding.
“He’s going to give us a shot blocker’s 
presence,” Sparling said. “I think Kevin 
brings another aspect to the game … 
where [as another team] you have to wor-
ry about somebody going and getting your 
shot.”
Davis has been averaging around seven 
points along with two blocks per game 
while only playing 17 minutes a game as 
he is worked back to full strength. 
The Vikings are led by their two se-
niors John Allen and Paul Jones. Jones, 
along with hitting the buzzer beater in 
the team’s first matchup, is averaging 15 
points and 6.5 rebounds per game while 
shooting an astonishing 59 percent from 
the field. GNAC preseason player of  the 
year pick John Allen is pacing Western in 
scoring with 17.5 points per game. For-
ward Austin Bragg also leads the GNAC 
with his five double-doubles. 
One of  only two remaining division 
II undefeated teams, Western has pushed 
their consecutive win streak to 26, eight 
games longer than any other win streak 
in the 12-year history of  the conference. 
Western’s last loss came during last years 
GNAC tournament.
The reigning GNAC team of  the week 
has more than proven themselves in late 
game situations this season. First there 
was the buzzer beating lay-in against Cen-
tral and then just last week Western nar-
rowly escaped Carver Gymnasium with 
an overtime win against nationally ranked 
No. 4 Seattle Pacific University. 
Central sits at fourth in the GNAC 
standings, trailing Alaska Anchorage by 
one game. 
“I think it’s going to be a great night, 
a fun night,” Sparling said. “It’s going to 
be an experience that these kids will never 
forget.”
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WHATCHA’ STARING AT  Senior Jordan Starr (2) gets tricky against Walla 
Walla earlier in the season. Starr is 12th in the GNAC with 58 assists. 
Seth LoNboRG/obSeRveR
Rivalry weekend in Nicholson Pavilion
Wildcats get a second chance to take down No. 2 Western Washington
Seth LoNboRG/obSeRveR
WHAT’S YouR PoINT? Junior 
Mark McLaughlin averages 23.5 points 
per game, the highest on the team. the 
Wildcats host Simon Fraser and Western 
Washington this week in Nicholson. 
Join the conversation with a 
tweet and a hashtag
#cwUMbball
MEN’S BASKETBALL
Most college students get a care 
package fi lled with food, clothes and a 
letter from their parents. Redshirt junior 
Eddie Malone Jr., however, simply re-
ceived a tee-shirt. 
Like many baseball players trying 
to fi nd a home on a university’s team, 
Malone had to travel around the coun-
try before settling down with the Wild-
cats as a fi rst baseman. His journey be-
gan in his hometown of  Queens Creek, 
Ariz., a suburb just outside of  Phoenix. 
But when Malone was twelve years 
old, he earned the opportunity of  a life-
time: a free trip to 
Williamsport, Pa. 
to compete in the 
2003 Little League 
World Series. 
Malone played 
ball for Chandler 
National Little 
League in Chan-
dler, Ariz. After 
winning the West-
ern Regional in 
Rancho Cucamon-
ga, Calif., Malo-
ne’s team headed 
to Williamsport for 
the World Series and the events that fol-
lowed were unforgettable. 
“It was the greatest experience I’ve 
ever had,” Malone said. “Going to 
Pennsylvania was a blast.”
Malone quickly noticed the star treat-
ment they were all receiving. 
“People wash your clothes for you, we 
stayed in dorms with twelve bunk beds,” 
Malone said. “Bats and uniforms are 
given to you. It’s an experience you can’t 
recreate. It’s almost like you’re play-
ing in the big leagues as a 12-year-old. 
There were 28,000 fans at every game. 
The lights were bright and we were play-
ing in 80-degree weather.”
The team placed fi fth overall and 
third out of  U.S. teams, eventually being 
knocked out by Florida. 
Malone continued his baseball ca-
reer through high school and to Mesa 
Community College. After putting up 
some impressive stats, Malone contacted 
Wildcats head coach Desi Storey for the 
opportunity to play at Central. 
Malone was awarded a scholarship 
shortly after and made the trek north to 
Ellensburg.
“It’s a new environment for me, com-
ing from Arizona 
and all,” Malone 
said. “The team 
is fi lled with really 
good guys. We all 
have a passion to 
win, we all work 
hard and all work 
as a group to win 
and be the best as 
we can be.”
Before and af-
ter practice, Malo-
ne is always look-
ing to get better 
with extra repeti-
tions. Hard work 
and dedication is in Malone’s blood, and 
he credits his parents for his work ethic.
“My mom and dad have taught me to 
work hard; they are both hard-working 
people,” Malone said. “In order to earn 
things and get what you want, I have to 
push myself.”
Malone is always fi ne-tuning his hit-
ting, for good reason too. He’s a switch 
hitter, meaning he bats both left and 
right-handed.  
“Being a switch hitter, it takes a lot 
more work,” Malone said. “I have to do 
it. I have to keep both sides in tune.”
Storey took note of  Malone’s attri-
butes and attitude as well, and has been 
impressed with him ever since he arrived 
in Ellensburg.
“Eddie has excellent work ethic, he 
lives to hit,” Storey said. “He is always 
hitting extra before and after practice, 
always works hard in the weight room. 
He’s been fantastic since he’s gotten 
here. He’s a great teammate and always 
has a smile on his face.” 
The fi rst baseman’s impact has 
reached his teammates also. His room-
mate, sophomore outfi elder Mike 
Davalos came with Malone from Mesa 
CC and feeds off  of  his energy.
“Since I 
fi rst got here 
my work eth-
ic has been 
c o n s i s t e n t , ” 
Davalos said, 
“but [Malone] 
changed my 
work ethic even 
more. Whenev-
er other people 
see him working 
extra, they wind 
up doing the 
same thing.”
Malone men-
tioned a few 
role models 
in his life who 
had a deeper 
impact than just getting him to love the 
sport of  baseball. 
“I would have to say Jackie Robin-
son,” Malone said. “He broke the bar-
rier and gave people of  all ethnicity a 
chance to play. [Also] Curtis Grander-
son. He is a great role model and great 
example for people.” 
The season fi nally began for Malone 
and the Wildcats last weekend, when 
they embarked on a six-game road 
trip to California. After less-than-stel-
lar weather in Ellensburg the past few 
weeks, it sounded as if  the whole team 
was ready for a little California sun-
shine.
In a recent GNAC preseason poll, 
the Wildcats were projected to finish 
second in the final conference stand-
ings. 
“The fact that we finished second 
in voting shows that other coaches are 
paying attention to the direction we are 
going,” Storey said. “We just have to 
take care of  business. We don’t want to 
finish second, it’s nice to be recognized 
as a good team, but we want to win a 
title.” 
But whether the 
Wildcats win the title 
or not, Malone plans 
on putting his exercise 
science major to good 
use if  baseball doesn’t 
work out for him in 
the future.
“I would like to 
have  a degree, own 
my own business,” 
Malone said. “I plan 
on opening a gym and 
train elite athletes. 
I would like to push 
some hard-working 
traits onto others who 
were once like me.”
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PHOTO COURTESY OF EDDIE MALONE
From the Little League World 
Series in 2003 to community 
college baseball in Mesa, Ca-
lif. to Ellensburg: newcomer 
Eddie Malone’s  journey is 
still unfinished. 
Waiting for 
the next
SLUGGER  Malone had a .343 hitting average 
and 24 RBI’s in the spring of 2012 at Mesa CC.
PHOTO COURTESY OF  EDDIE MALONE 
PITCH
BY QUIN WALKER
It’s almost like you’re 
playing in the big leagues 
as a 12-year-old. There were 
28,000 fans at every game. 
The lights were bright and 
we were playing in 80-degree 
weather.
“
“
-EDDIE MALONE
First baseman
BASEBALL
CWU Results  
(as of Feb. 6)
 
OPPONENT      RESULT
Cal State East Bay         L  4-5
Cal State East Bay         L  2-5
Cal State East Bay         L  0-6 
